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The Maryland State Legislature has adopted a new law that will alter the scope of fire protection throughout the state.
Signed by Gov. Martin O’Malley in May of 2013, two identical bills, Senate Bill 969 and House Bill 1413 (cross-filed), require that 
owners of one- and two-family dwellings, lodging or rooming houses, hotels, dormitories and apartment buildings comply with 
new smoke alarm directives by January 1, 2018, or, upon a change of tenancy in rental units, by July 1, 2013. 

Beginning July 1, 2013:
• Upon a change of tenancy, in rental occupancies where battery smoke alarms are permitted (homes constructed before 1975),  
 both bills require sealed, tamper-resistant alarms that include a silence/hush feature and long-life batteries. “Long-life”   
 batteries have been defined by the Maryland Fire Marshal as batteries lasting 10 years. 

Beginning January 1, 2018:
• In one- and two-family dwellings constructed before July 1, 1975, smoke alarms may be AC-powered or battery-powered,  
 provided the battery is in a sealed, tamper-resistant chamber and includes a silence/hush feature and long-life batteries.   
 “Long-life” batteries have been defined by the Maryland Fire Marshal as batteries lasting 10 years. 
• In multi-family residential occupancies, including apartments, lodging or rooming houses, dormitories and hotels, smoke alarms  
 must be AC-powered.
• In one- and two-family dwellings constructed between July 1, 1975, and June 30, 1990, smoke alarms must be AC-powered.
 In residential occupancies constructed on or after July 1, 1990, smoke alarms must be AC-powered with battery backup.

Residents are required to upgrade smoke alarms when:
1) Existing alarms exceed 10 years from manufacturing date. 
2) Existing alarms fail to respond to operability tests or otherwise malfunctions. 
3) There is a change of ownership or change in tenant in a residential unit and the smoke alarms     
    have not been previously upgraded to comply to the new law. 
4) A building permit is issued for construction or alteration to a residential unit. If smoke alarms     
    previously didn’t exist, a sealed, tamper-resistant alarm that includes both a silence feature and a    
    long-life 10 year battery can be used.

There needs to be a smoke alarm in each sleeping area and on each level of the home 
(including basements and excluding unoccupied attics, garages and crawl spaces). If two or more smoke alarms are 
required in a home, they should be arranged so the activation of 1 smoke alarm  causes alarm activation of all other 
smoke alarms within the home. 

 IN THE STATE OF MARYLAND 
SB 969 and HB 1413

Compliant BRK/First Alert Alarms:
Applications where battery operated units are permitted: 

Applications where Hardwired units are permitted: Refer to our extensive line of AC or AC/DC Hardwired Units.

CM3173

SA340B                                
• Sealed 10 Year lithium Powercell

• Tamper proof design

• Test/silence feature

• 10 year Warranty 

NOTICE: This information is BRK Brands, Inc’s. Interpretation of Maryland’s SB 969-2013 and HB 1413-2013 and should be used solely as 
general reference material ONLY. For specific compliance requirements refer to the actual language of SB969-2013 and HB 1413-2013. 

NEW LEGISLATION



 
Maryland’s new Smoke Alarm Law is part of the Public Safety Article, Sections 9-101 through 9-109. For detailed information about Senate Bill 969: 

http://mgaleg.maryland.gov/2013RS/Chapters_noln/CH_594_sb0969e.pdf 
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This new law will be placed into effect on January 1, 2018.

The law requires the replacement of battery-only operated 
smoke alarms with sealed 10 year lithium-ion battery smoke 
alarms with a silence/hush button feature.

The Smoke Alarm Law creates a transition away from 9-volt 
battery-operated smoke alarms in an effort to achieve more 
reliable smoke alarm coverage possible in older dwellings.

Smoke alarms that are battery operated and presently exist by 
code or locations where there are no smoke alarms present. It is 
never acceptable to remove required hard-wired smoke alarms 
and replace them with any type of battery-only operated 
devices.

Maryland's Smoke Alarm Law also requires the replacement of all 
smoke alarms 10 years from the manufacturers date on the back of the 
alarm, applying to both hard-wired and battery-operated smoke alarms. 

If the manufacturers date cannot be found, the alarm is most-likely 
outdated and needs to be replaced. 

For existing homes: 

Smoke alarm requirements for existing homes are based on when the home was 

constructed.  NFPA only requires smoke alarms outside each sleeping area and one on 

each level of the home. It also recommends that existing homes be equipped with the 

same number of smoke alarms required inside all sleeping rooms. The department’s 

position is consistent with the recommendation for new home construction. 

For New Construction: 

New construction in Maryland has been updated and corresponds with the 

International Residential Code and NFPA 72, National Fire Alarm and Signaling Code. 

An AC powered, battery back-up smoke alarm is required in every bedroom, in the 

common area outside of the bedrooms and on every other level of the dwelling unit, 

all required smoke alarms will be interconnected. 

Homes contructed 
PRIOR to July 1st, 

1975

Battery operated 
smoke alarms must 

be replaced or 
upgraded with 
longlife, sealed 

smoke alarms that 
also come equipped 
with a hush feature.

Homes constructed 
between July 1st, 

1975 and June 30th, 
1990

Smoke alarms 
should be 

replaced after 10 
years of service 

and be AC 
powered with a 
battery back-up.

Homes built after 
January 1st, 1989

Homes are required at 
least one hard-wired, AC 

powered smoke alarm 
on every level of the 
home, including the 

basement and required 
that the units to tbe 

interconnected in order  
that activstion of any 
one of the required 

smoke alarms resulted 
in the sounding of all 

required alarms.

What 

When 

Why 

Who 

Also… 

https://maps.google.com/?q=1201+Reisterstown+Road+Pikesville,+MD+21208&entry=gmail&source=g
https://maps.google.com/?q=1201+Reisterstown+Road+Pikesville,+MD+21208&entry=gmail&source=g
mailto:msp.osfm@maryland.gov
tel:(410)%20653-8980
http://mdsp.org/firemarshal
http://www.mdosfm.wixsite.com/blog
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 The Maryland Smoke Alarm Technology Task Force spent nearly two years reviewing 

evolving smoke alarm technologies and speaking with experts and manufacturers from around 

the country.  Everyone is encouraged to read the Smoke Alarm Technology Task Force Report 

dated August 2012.  The report is available on the MD State Fire Marshal’s Office website: 

www.mdsp.org/firemarshal   Click on document downloads and then open the task force report. 

  

 While strict compliance with the provisions of the new Maryland Smoke Alarm Law will 

significantly reduce the unnecessary loss of life in residential fires, most code officials have no 

jurisdiction in existing one- and two-family dwellings.  It will therefore be critical to create 

widespread publicity to convince the public of the critical need to upgrade the smoke alarm 

coverage in their homes.  Please take every opportunity to encourage compliance with the new 

Maryland Smoke Alarm Law. 

 

 A summary of the more important provisions of the new smoke alarm legislation are as 

follows: 

 

1.  The new Maryland Smoke Alarm Law is part of the Public Safety Article, Sections 9-101 

through 9-109.  At present, the best way to review the wording is to go to the Maryland General 

Assembly website and bring up the final version of Senate Bill 969 or House Bill 1413.  When 

doing this, please keep in mind that the first six pages of the document are bracketed out old 

language which has been deleted and that the new law is in bold capital letters beginning in the 

middle of page six.  Everyone is encouraged to read through the new law. 

 

2.  The new Maryland Smoke Alarm Law will require the replacement of smoke alarms when 

they are ten years old; (ten years from the date of manufacture).  This replacement requirement is 

already in the adopted State Fire Code, reference to the 2010 edition of NFPA 72, Paragraph 

14.4.8.  It is envisioned that adding the wording in State Law and publicizing the requirement 

will hopefully result in the widespread replacement of older nonfunctioning or unreliable smoke 

alarms.  The date of manufacture, while sometimes hard to locate, should be printed on the back 

of the smoke alarm.  If no manufacture date can be located, it is clearly time to replace the smoke 

alarm. 

http://www.mdsp.org/firemarshal


 

3.  For new construction, the Maryland Smoke Alarm Law has simply been updated to 

correspond with the International Residential Code and NFPA 72, National Fire Alarm and 

Signaling Code.  An AC power, battery back-up smoke alarm is required in every bedroom, in 

the common area outside of the bedrooms and on every other level of the dwelling unit, with all 

of the required smoke alarms being interconnected.  Every local building official who is 

presently enforcing the 2009 or 2012 IRC should already be enforcing this requirement and there 

is essentially no change in requirements or increase in cost.   

 

4.  The smoke alarm requirements for existing older homes are based upon when the house was 

built.  As a result, the requirements are sometimes confusing and it will be critical to determine 

when the home was actually built to determine the level and type of smoke alarms required.  Key 

dates being: July 1, 1975, January 1, 1989, and January 1, 1990.   

 

5.  The new law heavily emphasizes the use of sealed smoke alarms with long life batteries and 

silence/hush buttons.  However, it is critical to understand that these devices are appropriate only 

where battery operated smoke alarms presently exist or in locations where no smoke alarms are 

present.  It is never acceptable to remove required wired in smoke alarms and replace them with 

any type of battery only operated device.    

 

6.  The intent of the new Maryland Smoke Alarm Law was to achieve as much reliable smoke 

alarm coverage as possible in older dwellings without ever requiring a homeowner to run new 

wiring.   

 

7.  The primary intent of the new Maryland Smoke Alarm Law was to transition away from 

smoke alarms with nine-volt batteries.  Historically, the normal course of action when frying 

bacon or burning toast activated the smoke alarm was to stand on a chair and remove the battery 

to quiet the alarm.  The annoying low battery alarm chirp which nearly always occurs at 3:00 in 

the morning has once more resulted in removal of the smoke alarm battery.  Despite the best of 

intentions, many of these batteries never get replaced resulting in much loss of life fires in homes 

having smoke alarms with dead or missing batteries.  Both of these problems will be essentially 

solved as we transition to sealed smoke alarms.  The silence button will temporarily turn off the 

alarm due to cooking activations and the alarm will reset after a few minutes.  A low battery 

chirp will occur only once every ten years with the new generation sealed units, rather than once 

per year.  This then indicates it is time to replace the entire smoke alarm. 

 

8.  While the new sealed smoke alarms with long life batteries and hush features will cost a few 

more dollars at the time of purchase, money is actually saved over the ten year life of the device 

since there is no longer a need to purchase new nine-volt batteries every year. 

 

9.  Under the old law, for homes constructed prior to July 1, 1975, a smoke alarm was required in 

each sleeping area and the smoke alarm may be battery operated.  Essentially, an older two story 

house with a basement could get by with a single nine-volt battery operated smoke alarm in the 



second floor hallway, outside of the bedrooms.  This device, even if working properly, most 

likely will not alert a family member who falls asleep playing video games in the basement 

recreation room or while watching TV in the living room on the first floor.  

 

10.  For homes constructed between July 1, 1975 and June 30, 1990, an AC power operated 

smoke alarm was required in each sleeping area.  Once more, if all of the bedrooms were located 

on the second floor, only one smoke alarm outside of the sleeping rooms was required.  The 

requirement that the AC-power operated smoke alarms have battery backup became effective 

July 1, 1990.    

 

11.  Any new home in Maryland constructed after  January 1, 1989 required at least one 

hardwired electric smoke alarm on every level of the home, including the basement and required 

the units to be interconnected in order that activation of any one of the required smoke alarms 

resulted in the sounding all of the required smoke alarms.   

 

12.  Smoke alarm coverage in older homes constructed prior to January 1, 1989, must be 

upgraded to at least one approved smoke alarm on every level of the older home when any 

one of the following first occur: 

 A.  The existing smoke alarm is more than ten years old. 

 B.  The existing smoke alarm fails to respond or otherwise malfunctions. 

 C.  There is a change of tenant. 

 D.  A building permit is issued for an addition or renovation. 

 E.  January 1, 2018 at the absolute latest. 

 

13.  To achieve the upgraded smoke alarm coverage noted previously, smoke alarms shall be 

AC-power operated units except that sealed battery operated smoke alarms with long life 

batteries and silence / hush button features may be installed in locations of the home where wired 

in smoke alarms did not previously exist.   

 

 Please feel free to contact me as questions arise.  The goal of the new law is clearly to get at 

least one smoke alarm on every level of older homes and transition away from the removable 

nine-volt battery operated smoke alarms.  Please also understand that there is a small, but 

extremely vocal group of individuals out there that are attempting to convince everyone who will 

listen that ionization smoke alarms are no good and that only photoelectric smoke alarms should 

be allowed.  The conclusion of the Maryland Smoke Alarm Technology Task Force was that 

both ionization and photoelectric smoke alarms are listed to Underwriters Laboratories Standard 

217 and are perfectly acceptable early warning devices which have been responsible for the 

saving of many lives.   

 

 The members of the Task Force and the Maryland State Fire Marshal’s Office encourage the 

use of both technologies by installing at least one ionization and at least one photoelectric smoke 

alarm in every home.  Furthermore, nothing in the new law is intended to imply in any way that 

smoke alarms are an adequate substitute for residential fire sprinkler protection.  The 



combination of properly located and functioning smoke alarms and properly designed residential 

fire sprinkler protection provide the greatest potential for surviving any residential fire. 



By Bruce Bouch, Maryland Deputy State Fire Marshal  

From my many years of experience in the fire industry, I can tell you that no one is immune from fire. 

Fire can happen anytime, anywhere and can leave behind tragic outcomes, especially when it comes 

to house fires, which continue to take the lives of more than 2,500 Americans each year.  

In Maryland, the first half of 2013 has been particularly devastating. So far this year, 45 people have 

died in home fires; in 35 percent of those deadly fires, it was found that the structures either didn’t 

have smoke alarms or the structures’ smoke alarms were not operating. This is a significant increase 

in residential fire fatalities compared to the same time last year. In fact, in all of 2012, there were only 

53 residential fire deaths in our state. If fire fatalities continue at this rate, there will be a nearly 50 

percent increase in 2013. This is a statistic that must be reversed.  

To aid in that effort, a new state law aimed at reducing home fire deaths went into effect on July 1, 

2013. It requires replacement of any battery-only operated smoke alarm that is more than 10 years 

old with a unit powered by a 10-year sealed-in battery – ultimately affecting the more than 800,000 

Maryland homes with battery-only operated smoke alarms. These sealed-in, long-life battery alarms 

provide continuous protection for a decade, and national fire experts like the National Fire Protection 

Association (NFPA) and National Association of State Fire Marshals (NASFM) recommend their use.  

Why is a sealed-in battery important? Nationally, two-thirds of all home fire deaths occur in homes 

with either no smoke alarm or no working alarm, mainly due to missing or disconnected batteries. 

Last year in Maryland, nearly half of fire fatalities were in homes with inoperable alarms or no alarms 

at all. By sealing the battery inside the alarm, the unit becomes tamper resistant and removes the 

burden from consumers to remember to change batteries, which will save lives. 

The new law also requires homeowners to ensure they have a smoke alarm installed on each floor 

and in each sleeping area, per NFPA recommendations.  A recent national survey found that less 

than a quarter of homeowners follow this guideline, and three out of four don’t know where to place 

alarms in their homes.  The new law does not affect a/c powered 120v smoke alarms with a 

battery back-up.  The a/c powered alarms will continue to be replaced with same type devices 

requiring a 9-volt battery back-up. 

During a fire, you have only minutes from the sound of the first smoke alarm to escape a fire. The 

sooner you hear an alarm, the sooner you can respond and the better chance a family has to escape.  

Not only does this help your family, but it decreases the chance a firefighter would be injured or killed 

trying to save a life. 

The loss of life will certainly continue unless we spread the message of home fire safety. Developing 

and practicing an escape plan with your family in the case of fire is one thing we should all do. The 

other is to make sure you have working smoke alarms in your homes.  



I urge families to think about the age of their home’s smoke alarms. All units should be replaced every 

10 years. If you’re not sure how old they are, replace them today.  

These simple steps can go a long way to help save lives tomorrow and every day in the future.  

Bruce Bouch is a Deputy State Fire Marshal with the Office of the State Fire Marshal in Maryland. 
 

 



LEADERS IN RESIDENTIAL & MULTI-FAMILY ALARM TECHNOLOGY

10 Year Alarms
Perfect for Multi-family Applications:
Apartments
Condominiums
Motel/Hotel
Dormitories

Install it. Done!
Save Time and Money
10 year alarms are the economical choice for any facility manager or property 
owner. Batteries do not need to be replaced.  
Install it and your done for 10 years!*

10 Year Power 
No battery changes for life of alarm

10 Year Sensor Life 
Smoke and CO sensors feature 10 year life

10 Year Warranty 
All alarms feature 10 year warranty

Sealed Design 
Eliminates inoperable alarms due 
to stolen batteries

Legislation Compliant 
Complies with Smoke and CO 
legislation requirements

10 Year Smoke Legislation
A growing number of states and cities are requiring 10 year batteries. * Refers to battery replacement
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Battery Operated

10YR Alarms

Product
Lineup

P1010: Micro Design Photo sMoke SA350B: ion sMoke

SA3210: ion & Photo coMbo

PR710B: Photo sMoke

PRC710B: Photo & co coMbo PRC710VB: Photo & co coMbo

CO910B: co CO910VB: co

Actual Size Approximately
(1-5/8" H x 1-7/8" Dia)

TM

CO710: co w/Digital DisPlay

For more information contact:

Phoenix Sales & Marketing, Inc.
Office 844-377-5952
www.myphoenixsales.com




